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Queenscliff is fast 
earning itself a 
reputation as an art 
destination. As another 
gallery opens its doors, 
MARGARET LINLEY 
takes a look at what’s 
going on in the 
seaside hamlet. 
Pages 40, 41

STATE STATE OF THEOF THE

ARTART

ACCEPTANCE: The local 
arts community has 
welcomed Soula and Theo 
Mantalvanos, whose 
Queenscliff Gallery & 
Workshop is housed in the 
old Barwon Booksellers 
building in Hesse St. 
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FANS TURN TO SOCIAL MEDIA TO SHARE GRIEF OVER DEATH OF PERFORMER DAVID BOWIE  PAGES 38, 39
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ARTS MAGNET: David 
Beaumont and Fiona Kelly 
at Salt gallery in Queenscliff.

Pictures: CORMAC HANRAHAN

as seaside arts hub

Picture: NIGEL HALLETT

Bloom show 
at Seaview
SEAVIEW Gallery is 
Queenscliff’s longest-running 
gallery, and for the past 15 
years it has been under 
the ownership of Colleen 
Kenwood (left). 
The current exhibition features 
the work of multimedia artist 
Emma Hack, known for her 
work on Gotye’s music clip, 
and in collections worldwide. 
“This is the fifth year I’ve had 
her here,” Colleen said. 
“She’s been with me since the 
beginning.” 
Emma Hack’s Bloom is on until 
January 31. Have drinks with 
the artist, today, 1.30-3.30pm. 

Seaview Gallery, 86 Hesse St, open 
10.30am-5pm daily.

Left: Anna Reynolds in her shop-studio Cloth, which features 
digital printing on handloomed fabrics.

Day job also happens 
to be her arts practice
WEARABLE art is the 
hallmark of Cloth, a shop-
studio with multimedia 
artist Anna Reynolds 
at the helm.

Racks are filled with 
clothes made from natural 
fibres and printed with 
her art work.

“It’s textile innovation 
with digital printing on 

handloom fabrics made by 
traditional weavers, sourced 
through a Fair Trade 
certified women’s stitching 
project in Rajasthan,’’ 
Anna said.

“It’s my day job as well as
my arts practice here.” 

Cloth, 19 Hesse St, open Monday to 
Friday, 10am-5pm.

Home for local talent
JUST down the road at Point 
Lonsdale, art lovers can find 
Tussock Upstairs, with local 
and Melbourne artists 
exhibiting.

The gallery, owned by 
Bevan Shepherd (left) and 
Janet Goldman, has The 

January Collection featuring 
Priscilla Fenton, Robyn 
Mackay and others, until 
January 24.

Tussock Upstairs, 89 Point 
Lonsdale Rd, Point Lonsdale. Open 
Friday to Monday, 10am-5pm. 
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CREATIVES Theo and Soula 
Mantalvanos lived quietly and 
contemplatively on Tasmania’s east 
coast for four months as they 
considered the big “what next?” 
question.

They had been working together in
their Collingwood warehouse, he as a 
graphic designer, she as an artist, 
when the fitness ball Soula was sitting 
on burst and she landed abruptly on 
the concrete floor. 

Nine years of excruciating pain 
followed; the first half of that passed 
before Soula was eventually 
diagnosed with pudendal neuralgia, a 
debilitating damage to the largest 
nerve in the pelvis. 

“It’s hard to believe that (the ball)
could cause so much trouble,” Soula 
said. The pain has been intense and 
unending and the management of it 
has involved orthopaedic surgeons, 
chiropractors, psychologists, pain 
specialists, and therapies such as the 
Alexander technique, water therapy 
and more. 

Something needed to change. 
Soula couldn’t continue to hope she 
could slot herself back into her 
previous life. 

“We plucked ourselves out of our
lives because you can’t see it until you 
take yourself out,” Soula said. “It was 
scary as well as amazing.”

What the Melbourne couple saw
was the chance to remake themselves 
as gallery owners and now, six months 
into their new roles at Queenscliff 
Gallery & Workshop, they are part of 
what some see as Queenscliff’s 
emergence as an arts destination.

The couple had been involved in 
their community in Melbourne and 
wanted that same sense of belonging 
and cohesion in their new home. By 
choosing their own point of difference 

— a focus on printmaking — they 
hoped there would be space for them 
to co-exist with other creative people 
in the town. 

“We introduced ourselves to others
here and said, ‘This is us’, and they 
said, ‘Hurry up and do this, it’ll only 
be good for Queenscliff’,” Theo said. 

“Hand on my heart, there has not
been one negative thing. 

“It’s been overwhelming 
acceptance and excitement.”

The gallery is in the old Wesleyan
church, which had been home to 
Barwon Booksellers and is now filled 
with works by artists such as Melinda 
Harper, Jim Pavlidis and 
Paul Compton. 

There are also local artists 
featured, such as Joel Wolter, Andrew 
Gunnell, Graham Peebles and Anita 
Iacovella. The couple like to 
encourage emerging artists such as 
Olivia Mazzone.

“We’ve got more than 20 artists 
represented here,” Theo said.

“More than half of them we know
personally. We’re very proud of our 
collection here.”

“When we told them (artist 
friends) of our idea, they said, ‘Yep, 
take our work’,” Soula said.

A new mezzanine structure has 
been built, creating more wall space 
for the downstairs gallery and a 
delightful upstairs workshop area 
where life drawing classes and 
workshops by visiting artists are held.

A huge printing press in a room at
the back of the church is available for 
artists to use. 

Queenscliff Gallery & Workshop, 
81 Hesse St. For details about workshops, 
phone 5258 4927. Also see Soula’s work 
as an advocate for chronic pelvic pain 
at pudendalnerve.com.au.

More than just opening the doors
QUEENSCLIFF is set to be the 
next Daylesford, with the 
focus on the arts a magnet 
for tourists.

Salt Gallery owner Fiona 
Kelly said the town was 
coming alive with visitors 
seeking an art experience.

“When David (Beaumont; 
husband and artist) and I 
opened Salt (in 2004) there 
was only Seaview and us here,”
she said. “It’s changed a lot 
over the years and now we 
have more and more people 
coming here because there’s a 
number of galleries 
specialising in different areas.

“People are saying it’s a 
lovely day out.”

And while visitors 
sometimes commented that 
another gallery might be 
seen as competition, Fiona 
was quick to dispel the idea 
that each gallery might 
cannibalise others.

Each gallery had a distinct
offering and added to the
total mix, creating a 
divergent and challenging 
experience for visitors, 
she said. 

“It’s the real diversity of 
artists who work in all 
mediums and in lots of 
different styles that keep 
people coming in,” she said. 
“Have a look at Daylesford’s 
strong art culture. People go 

there for that, specifically. 
That’s what’s happening here.” 
Galleries in Queenscliff 
capitalise on the shared appeal 
by staging workshops, artist 
talks and exhibition offerings.

“It’s a lot more than just 
opening our doors and people 
looking at art on the wall,’’ 
Fiona said.

“It’s a really exciting time 
for the region.” 

Salt Gallery has the Ben 
Shearer: Works on Paper 
exhibition until January 31. 
Meet the artist and enjoy some 
drinks tomorrow from 2.30pm.

Salt Gallery, 33 Hesse St, open Friday 
to Monday, 11am-5pm.

NEW START: Soula
and Theo Mantalvanos

at Queenscliff
Gallery & Workshop.

Accident was chance for
owners to remake lives

Artistic diversity is fast 
earning Queenscliff a 
reputation as an arts 
destination, writes 
MARGARET LINLEY

Creating new vision


