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JOHN SCURRY | Paintings 
 

The Nancy Sever | Gallery is pleased to present an exhibition of  recent paintings by the 

Melbourne artist John Scurry.   

 

John Scurry’s exhibiting profile dates back to his early post-student days in 1969 to this current 

exhibition of paintings. This is his second solo exhibition in Canberra. 

 

His work is represented in several major collections such as those of the National Gallery of 

Victoria, the Art Gallery of New South Wales,  Ballarat Fine Art Gallery and the Geelong Art 

Gallery, as well as in many fine private collections.     

Concurrent with his studio practice he taught for over three decades in schools of art in 

Melbourne.  His last sixteen years were as a senior lecturer at the Victorian College of the Arts, 

University of Melbourne, where he was a former head of printmaking.   

As Art Historian Elizabeth Cross observes in her essay for this exhibition, ‘while John Scurry is also 

a painter of beautifully nuanced, unassuming landscapes, his art is primarily that of the studio 

interior and still-life. His is an art at once urban and urbane.  

 

‘In some paintings the interior and exterior worlds touch. The quiet, contemplative life of the 

studio, the carefully placed or suddenly noticed things - a discarded light bulb, a paper coffee 

cup, an empty frame – are displaced by the passing and sometimes unexpected life outside 

the studio window. In such paintings two worlds collide; they evoke a dialogue between states 

of being, between the internal and external worlds, of self and other – albeit characteristically 

wryly observed. 

 

‘The artist often juxtaposes narratives as mysterious as the presence of still-life elements 

transformed beyond the everyday by his meticulous, painterly rendering. His is a world acutely 

observed, familiar though often unsettling, and not infrequently charged with an undercurrent 

of laconic wit.’ 

 

As John Scurry explained  to Elizabeth Cross, he is  a ‘somewhat independent artist… drawn 

innately to the primacy of the visual world’ and his paintings ‘come from an impulse to depict 

and are a response to the seen, to the mute presence and suggestiveness of things’. They 

result, he says, from ‘a collapsing together of the moment and memory’.  

 

JOHN SCURRY | Paintings  opens at the Nancy Sever Gallery on Wednesday 7 June  and runs 

until 2 July  2017. For further information please contact Nancy Sever at 

nancy.sever@iinet.com.au or Tel 02 6239 5434.  The Gallery is open Wednesday – Sunday,  

11 am – 6 pm. 

 

 

June 2017 

mailto:nancy.sever@iinet.net.au
mailto:nancy.sever@iinet.com.au

